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Abstract:  

This lesson explores the linguistic and stylistic dimensions of zoonyms (animal names) in the 

English and Russian languages. It examines the lexical features, origins, word formation 

processes, and the stylistic functions of zoonyms, with a particular focus on diminutives, 

augmentatives, compounds, and derivatives. The lesson also delves into their metaphorical, 

symbolic uses, emotional connotations, and cognitive implications. The role of zoonyms in 

idiomatic expressions, proverbs, folk wisdom, literature, and cultural identity is highlighted, 

providing an in-depth view of how these words shape our perception of animals in different 

cultures. This lesson plan will engage students in a deep exploration of the linguistic, stylistic, 

and cultural dimensions of zoonyms, offering insights into the way animals shape human 

language, thought, and identity. 

         

Keywords: Zoonyms, lexical features, stylistic functions, diminutives, augmentatives, 

compounds, onomatopoeia, idioms, phraseology, metaphorical use, cognitive implications, 

proverbs, cultural identity, English, Russian. 

 

Objective: Introduce the concept of zoonyms and their relevance in language. 

 

Activities: 

o Briefly explain the definition of zoonyms as words that refer to animals. 

o Discuss the cultural and linguistic significance of animals in shaping language. 

o Raise awareness of how different languages (specifically English and Russian) treat animal 

names and how they are used stylistically. 

  

Lexical Features of Zoonymes  

Objective: Examine the key lexical characteristics of zoonyms. 

Activities: 

o Discuss the classification of zoonyms: general names, specific terms, and nicknames. 

o Highlight the difference between simple zoonyms (e.g., “dog”) and complex ones (e.g., 

“dalmatian”). 

o Introduce how zoonyms are used as metaphors and in various forms of figurative language. 

o Discussion: What role do zoonyms play in the development of human language? 
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 Origins of Zoonymes in English and Russian  

Objective: Explore the historical roots of animal names in both English and Russian languages. 

Activities: 

o Present examples of zoonyms in both languages and trace their etymological origins. 

o Compare the animal naming systems in both languages, including borrowed words, native 

terms, and archaic forms. 

o Discussion: What differences or similarities can be observed in the ways English and Russian 

speakers use zoonyms? 

  

Word Formation in Zoonymes  

Objective: Analyze the formation of zoonyms through various linguistic processes. 

Activities: 

o Diminutives and Augmentatives: 

▪ Define diminutives and augmentatives (e.g., “kitty” vs. “cat,” “elephant” vs. “big 

elephant”). 

▪ Discuss their emotional and stylistic impact in both languages. 

o Compounds and Derivatives: 

▪ Explore compound forms of zoonyms (e.g., “cowherd,” “doghouse”). 

▪ Look at derivative forms that indicate specific roles or behaviors. 

o Onomatopoeic and Imitative Roots: 

▪ Investigate how zoonyms can be formed through imitative sounds or onomatopoeic roots 

(e.g., “moo” in English, “мяу” in Russian). 

o Activity: Group activity to form new animal names using these linguistic techniques. 

  

Stylistic Functions of Zoonymes  

Objective: Discuss the stylistic roles that zoonyms play in language. 

Activities: 

o Idioms and Phraseology: 

▪ Examine common English and Russian idioms involving animals (e.g., “cat’s out of the 

bag,” “собака на сене”). 

▪ Discuss how these idioms reflect cultural perceptions of animals. 

o Metaphorical and Symbolic Use: 

▪ Discuss how zoonyms are used metaphorically to represent traits, emotions, and human 

behaviors (e.g., “fox” for cleverness, “sheep” for conformity). 

o Positive/Negative Connotations: 

▪ Examine how zoonyms can have both positive and negative associations in different 

languages and cultures. 
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o Emotion and Evaluation: 

▪ Discuss how zoonyms evoke emotional responses and evaluations (e.g., “puppy eyes” or 

“pigheaded”). 

o Terms of Endearment: 

▪ Explore how animals are used in affectionate language (e.g., “sweetie” as a term of 

endearment in English, “кошечка” in Russian). 

o Insults and Pejoratives: 

▪ Discuss the use of animal names as insults (e.g., “dog” as an insult in English, “свинья” in 

Russian). 

o Activity: Discuss how different animal names evoke varying emotional responses across 

cultures. 

  

Cultural and Cognitive Implications  

Objective: Explore how zoonyms reflect cultural values and cognitive perceptions of animals. 

Activities: 

o Archetypes and National Identity: 

▪ Analyze the role of animals in forming national identities (e.g., the bald eagle in the US, the 

bear in Russia). 

o Proverbs and Folk Wisdom: 

▪ Compare English and Russian proverbs and folk sayings involving animals (e.g., “A bird 

in the hand is worth two in the bush,” “на безрыбье и рак рыба”). 

o Discuss the cognitive function of animal names in expressing human thoughts and emotions. 

o Activity: Create a list of proverbs from both languages involving animals and discuss their 

cultural significance. 

  

Zoonyms in Literature and Folklore  

Objective: Examine how zoonyms are used in literary and folk contexts. 

Activities: 

o Discuss famous literary works (e.g., Aesop’s Fables, Russian fairy tales) where animals play 

key symbolic roles. 

o Explore how different cultures use animals to represent virtues, vices, and human qualities. 

o Activity: Students identify and analyze zoonyms in a piece of folklore or literature from 

either the English or Russian tradition. 

  

Conclusion 

Objective: Summarize the key points and encourage further reflection on the topic. 
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Activities: 

o Recap the different aspects of zoonyms discussed: lexical features, word formation, stylistic 

functions, cultural implications, and use in literature. 

o Invite students to reflect on how their understanding of animal names has changed after the 

lesson. 

o Discussion: How do zoonyms shape cultural and personal identity? 
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