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Abstract:

This thesis explores the psychological depth and inner conflict of John Marcher in Henry
James’s “The Beast in the Jungle”, highlighting how Marcher’s downfall is rooted not in fate
but in his own emotional passivity. Through the analysis of the novel reveals how this internal
battle ultimately destroys his capacity for human connection.

Keywords: psychological depth, inner conflict, downfall, emotional passivity, internal battle,
capacity, human connection.

AHHOTALMSA:

B nanno# pabote uccneayercs ICUXojaorndeckas riayOoruHa u BHyTpeHHUH KOHQIHUKT J[koHa
Mapuepa B mnpousBeneHuu ['enpu Jxeilimca «3Bepb B JKYHIJsix». Oco0oe BHHMaHUE
yaensiercs TOMy, 4TO mMajeHue Mapuepa BBI3BaHO HE CyAbOOM, a ero COOCTBEHHOMU
SMOILIMOHAJILHOW MACCUBHOCTBIO. AHAIN3 MPOU3BEACHUS MOKA3bIBAECT, KAK 3Ta BHYTPECHHSA
00prOa B KOHEYHOM UTOT€ pa3pyIIaeT ero CrOCOOHOCTh K YEJIOBEUECKUM OTHOIICHUSIM.

KiroueBble cJjoBa: TicuxojioTUueckass TiyOWHA, BHYTPEHHHH KOHQIMKT, TMaJCHHE,
AMOITMOHAJIbHAS TACCUBHOCTH, BHYTPEHHSISI 00ph0a, CHOCOOHOCTh, YeTTOBEYECKHUE OTHOIIICHHUSI.

Annotatsiya:

Ushbu tezisda Genri Jeymsning “O’rmondagi yirtqich” asaridagi Jon Marcher obrazining
psixologik chuqurligi va ichki ziddiyatlari tahlil qilinadi. Asarda Marcherning fojeasiga taqdir
emas, balki uning o‘ziga xos emotsional sustkashligi sabab bo‘lishi alohida yoritiladi. Tahlil
shuni ko‘rsatadiki, ushbu ichki kurash oxir-oqibat uning insoniy munosabatlarga bo‘lgan
qobiliyatini yemiradi.
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Kalit so‘zlar: psixologik chuqurlik, ichki ziddiyat, fojea, emotsional sustkashlik, ichki kurash,
qobiliyat, insoniy munosabatlar.

Introduction

In today's globalized world, many people struggle with fear of missing out, keeping ongoing
strong relationships, growing anxiety about their future or tendency to wait for long something
extraordinary happens in their lives to change the meaning of that lives. All those patterns are
the mirror- to the John Marcher's life and the novel itself plays an integral role in contemporary
psychological fiction due to its representation of human self-consciousness and emotional
control. In this study the main focus is on the protagonist, John Marcher, whose life becomes
dominated by his unrealistic expectation that can transform his life in a different way. His
obsession leads him towards inner conflict that ultimately prevents him from engaging
meaningfully with his own existence, then gradually that belief isolates him from the realities
of human feeling and experience.

Henry James is widely recognized for his ability to demonstrate the complexities of human
consciousness through narratives strategies. He tries to avoid by explaining straightforward,
in the novel these methods make it easier for readers to enter Marcher's inner world which is
about hesitation, uncertainty. Psychologically, John Marcher is convinced from youth that a
spectacular, catastrophic fate waits for him — a private beast that will one day pounce and it
functions psychologically as fatalistic self-absorption. Mostly, he seeks for a grand destiny for
himself rather than ordinary human experiences that isolates him from a real life. His obsession
with the “beast” keeps him emotionally distant from others especially, May Bartram.
Symbolically, the “beast” represents his internal anxiety that created by his own fantasy. May
Bartram suggests him a possible route toward renewal of his life through compassion and
companionship. However he fails to realize her quiet devotion until after she has gone, her
disappearance made him understand the true reality of the world. As far as the psychology is
concerned that prediction plays as:

- A protective shield against his vulnerability

- A justification for not committing

- A way to escape from taking real emotional risk

Indeed, he uses a mysterious and abstract fear as a shield so he does not have to face the true
fear: falling in love with someone. However, after the death of May, Marcher finally realized
that his so-called destiny turned out not to be an outside disaster but his inner emotional
inability to feel and act. The real beast he scared was the emptiness of his own existence and
unfulfilled life, unfortunately, the truth became clear for him when nothing can be done
anymore.
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On the other hand, the inner conflict arose by Marcher's belief that he was destined for an

extraordinary and devastating event — symbolizes by the mysterious beast that eventually leap
upon him. His assumption generated that conflict: whether he should participate fully in the
immediacy of real life or only be a withdraw and waiting for upcoming event that was
foreseen? All those assumption trapped him in an in-between state, keeping him stop from
participation of real life and not to have relationship with May. Marcher longs for emotional
closeness, especially with May, who understands him more deeply than anyone else. However,
he is simultaneously scared of vulnerability, of choosing wrongly and living in an ordinary
life. These opposing impulses creates conflict between fear and desire:

- He really wants meaningful connection.

- Yet he fears that forming the bond may disrupt the destiny he believes and must wait for the
yet to occur.

He always keeps a self- image of someone who is destined for the greatness and something
extraordinary but in real life he is an ordinary man who lives as others and his belief may be a
psychological projection not a fact at all. Thus his inner conflict comes from his efforts to bring
these two contradiction into harmony. Throughout the story, Marcher's life is described by
waiting that destiny rather than acting or trying to approach and all those creates his inner
conflict between his action and the impulse to maintain his passivity. The climax of the story
arrives when Marcher realizes that the catastrophe he awaits was, in fact, the discovery that he
wasted his whole life. Eventually, his insight highlights Henry James's larger philosophical
idea that people can ruin their own lives by focusing on more imaginative future rather than
reality that stands in front of them.

Conclusion

The research in this thesis shows that The Beast in the Jungle stands as one of Henry James’s
most insightful explorations of the inner mind and the breakdown of emotional capacity.
Ultimately, the inner conflict that drives John Marcher in the novel reveals the devastating
consequences of waiting for ideal life instead of taking actions to achieve that life. His tragedy
illustrates the capacity of fear, self- absorption, and inability to action one’s feeling ruined all
his real world. In the novel James's portrayal of John Marcher suggests that to live a
meaningful life, a person must be willing to face vulnerability and actively engage with real
experiences in this world. The narrative stands asa lasting reminder that passive living leads
to deep existential loss.
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